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Although dominant in West European politics for more than a century, Christian Democratic parties remain
largely unexplored and little understood. An investigation of how political identities and parties form, this
book considers the origins of Christian Democratic "confessional" parties within the political context of
Western Europe. Examining five countries where a successful confessional party emerged (Belgium, the
Netherlands, Austria, Germany, and Italy) and one where it did not (France), Stathis N. Kalyvas addresses
perplexing questions raised by the Christian Democratic phenomenon. How can we reconcile the religious
roots of these parties with their tremendous success and resilience in secular and democratic Western
Europe? Why have these parties discarded their initial principles and objectives to become secular forces
governing secular societies? The author's answers reveal the way in which social and political actors make
decisions based on self-interest under conditions that constrain their choices and the information they rely
on?often with unintended but irrevocable consequences.Kalyvas also lays a foundation for a theory of the
Christian Democratic phenomenon which would specify the conditions under which confessional parties
succeed and would determine the impact of such parties, and the way they are formed, on politics and
society. Drawing from political science, sociology, and history, his analysis goes beyond Christian
Democracy to address issues related to the methodology of political science, the theory of party formation,
the political development of Europe, the relationship between religion and politics, the construction of
collective political identities, and the role of agency and contingency in politics.
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From reader reviews:

Latosha Page:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House
Series in Politics, History and Culture). Try to stumble through book The Rise of Christian Democracy in
Europe (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) as your good friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Edward Upton:

The book The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and
Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
very important thing like a book The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series in
Politics, History and Culture)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous
world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Donna Solano:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series
in Politics, History and Culture) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with The Rise of Christian Democracy in
Europe (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House
Series in Politics, History and Culture) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Brandon Seymour:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right



you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Rise of
Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) which is having
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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