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Stolen, Smuggled Sold: On the Hunt for Cultural Treasures tells the dark and compelling stories of iconic
cultural objects that were stolen, smuggled or sold, and eventually returned back to their original owner.

There are many books about museum heists, Holocaust artwork, insider theft, trafficking in antiquities, and
stolen Native American objects. Now, there’s finally a book for the general public that covers the entire
terrain. The book includes full-color photos of the objects.

Stolen, Smuggled, Sold features seven vivid and true stories in which the reader joins the author as she
uncovers a cultural treasure and follows its often-convoluted trail. Along the way author and reader
encounter a cast of fascinating characters from the underbelly of the cultural world: unscrupulous grave
robbers, sinister middlemen, ruthless art dealers, venal Nazis, canny lawyers, valiant academics, unstoppable
investigative reporters, unwitting curators, and dedicated government officials. Stories include Gustav
Klimt’s Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer 1, the typeset manuscript for Pearl Buck’s The Good Earth, a
ceremonial Ghost Dance short from the massacre at Wounded Knee, the theft of 4,800 historical audio discs
by a top official at the National Archives, a missing original copy of The Bill of Rights, the mummy of
Ramses I, and an ancient treasure from Iraq.

While each story is fascinating in and of itself, together they address one of the hottest issues in the museum
world: how to deal with the millions of items that have breaks in the chain of ownership, suspicious
ownership records, or no provenance at all. The issue of ownership touches on professional practices,
international protocols, and national laws. It’s a financial issue since the illicit trade in antiquities and
cultural items generates as much as $4 billion to $8 billion a year.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Lord:

The book Stolen, Smuggled, Sold: On the Hunt for Cultural Treasures gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Stolen, Smuggled, Sold: On the Hunt for Cultural Treasures to get your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Stolen, Smuggled, Sold: On the
Hunt for Cultural Treasures. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Patricia McGuire:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Stolen, Smuggled, Sold: On the Hunt for Cultural Treasures it is extremely good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Rodney Hussey:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Stolen, Smuggled, Sold: On the
Hunt for Cultural Treasures that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Stolen, Smuggled, Sold: On the Hunt for
Cultural Treasures become your own personal starter.

Charles Powers:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Stolen, Smuggled, Sold: On the Hunt for Cultural



Treasures why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.
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