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On an unusually cold January night in 1943, Martha James was murdered on a train in rural Oregon, near the
Willamette Valley town of Albany. She was White, Southern, and newly-married to a Navy pilot. Despite
inconsistent and contradictory eyewitness accounts, a young Black cook by the name of Robert Folkes, a
trainman from South Central Los Angeles, was charged with the crime. The ensuing investigation and
sensational murder trial captured national attention during a period of intense wartime fervor and extensive
Black domestic migration. Folkes’ trial and controversial conviction—resulting in his execution by the state
of Oregon—reshaped how Oregonians and others in the West thought about race, class, and privilege.

In this deeply researched and detailed account, Geier explores how race, gender, and class affected the
attitudes of local town-folk, law officers, and courtroom jurors toward Black trainmen on the West Coast, at
a time when militarization skewed perceptions of virtue, status, and authority.  He delves into the working
conditions and experiences of unionized Black trainmen in their “home and away” lives in Los Angeles and
Portland, while illuminating the different ways that they, and other residents of Oregon and southern
California, responded to news of “Oregon’s murdered war bride.” Reporters, civil rights activists, and
curiosity seekers transformed the trial and appeals process into a public melodrama.

The investigation, trial, and conviction of Robert Folkes galvanized civil rights activists, labor organizers,
and community leaders into challenging the flawed judicial process and ultimately the death penalty in
Oregon, serving as a catalyst for civil rights activism that bridged rural and urban divides. The Color of Night
will appeal to “true crime” aficionados, and to anyone interested in the history of race and labor relations,
working conditions, community priorities, and attitudes toward the death penalty in the first half of the 20th
century.
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From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Color of Night: Race,
Railroaders, and Murder in the Wartime West. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Brian Alexander:

The book The Color of Night: Race, Railroaders, and Murder in the Wartime West has a lot of information
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after reading this book.

Sherry Ellis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Color of Night: Race, Railroaders, and Murder in
the Wartime West why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Tanya Nolan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Color of
Night: Race, Railroaders, and Murder in the Wartime West provide you with a new experience in examining
a book.
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