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In recent decades, literary critics have praised novel theory for abandoning its formalist roots and defining
the novel as a vehicle of social discourse. The old school of novel theory has long been associated with
Henry James; the new school allies itself with the Russian theorist Mikhail Bakhtin. In this book, the author
argues that actually it was the compatibility of Bakhtin with James that prompted Anglo-American theorists
to embrace Bakhtin with such enthusiasm. Far from rejecting James, in other words, recent novel theorists
have only refined James's foundational recharacterization of the novel as the genre that does not simply
represent identity through its content but actually instantiates it through its form.

Social Formalism demonstrates the persistence of James's theoretical assumptions from his writings and
those of his disciple Percy Lubbock through the critique of Jamesian theory by Roland Barthes, Wayne
Booth, and Gérard Genette to the current Anglo-American assimilation of Bakhtin. It also traces the
expansion of James's influence, as mediated by Bakhtin, into cultural and literary theory. Jamesian social
formalism is shown to help determine the widely influential theories of minority identity expounded by such
important cultural critics as Barbara Johnson and Henry Louis Gates. Social Formalism thus explains why a
tradition that began by defining novelistic value as the formal instantiation of identity ends by defining
minority political empowerment as aestheticized self-representation.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Bullock:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Social Formalism: The Novel
in Theory from Henry James to the Present book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

David Betancourt:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer associated with Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present
content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Social Formalism: The Novel
in Theory from Henry James to the Present is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lidia Flynn:

Often the book Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy
to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Paula Adame:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Social Formalism: The Novel in
Theory from Henry James to the Present that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory
from Henry James to the Present become your starter.
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