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June 14, 1903, was a typical, hot Sunday in Heppner, a small farm town in northeastern Oregon. People went
to church, ate dinner, and relaxed with family and friends. But late that afternoon, calamity struck when a
violent thunderstorm brought heavy rain and hail to the mountains and bare hills south of town. When the
fierce downpour reached Heppner, people gathered their children and hurried inside. Most everyone closed
their doors and windows against the racket.

The thunder and pounding hail masked the sound of something they likely could not have imagined: a
roaring, two-story wall of water raging toward town. Within an hour, one of every five people in the
prosperous town of 1,300 would lose their lives as the floodwaters pulled apart and carried away nearly
everything in their path. The center of town was devastated. Enormous drifts of debris, tangled around
bodies, snaked down the valley. The telegraph was down, the railroads were out, and the mayor was in
Portland.

Stunned survivors bent immediately to the dreadful tasks of searching for loved ones and carrying bodies to a
makeshift morgue in the bank. By the next afternoon, thousands of individuals and communities had rushed
to the town's aid, an outpouring of generosity that enabled the self-reliant citizens of Heppner to undertake
the town's recovery.

In Calamity, Joann Green Byrd, a native of eastern Oregon, carefully documents this poignant story,
illustrating that even the smallest acts have consequences - good or bad. She draws on a wealth of primary
sources, including a moving collection of photographs, to paint a rare picture of how a small town in the
West coped with disaster at the turn of the twentieth century.

For more information go to the author's Web site: http://www.calamity1903.org/
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From reader reviews:

William Petterson:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Calamity: The Heppner Flood of 1903. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Calamity:
The Heppner Flood of 1903. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Bergeron:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Calamity: The Heppner
Flood of 1903 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Paul Smith:

This Calamity: The Heppner Flood of 1903 are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Calamity: The Heppner Flood of 1903 can be among the great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that
possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Calamity: The Heppner Flood of
1903 forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Tim Gonzalez:

The book Calamity: The Heppner Flood of 1903 has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author
makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after scanning this book.
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