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Broadway musicals are one of America’s most beloved art forms and play to millions of people each year.

But what do these shows, which are often thought to be just frothy entertainment, really have to say about

our country and who we are as a nation?

The Great White Way is the first book to reveal the racial politics, content, and subtexts that have haunted

musicals for almost one hundred years from Show Boat (1927) to The Scottsboro Boys (2011). Musicals

mirror their time periods and reflect the political and social issues of their day. Warren Hoffman investigates

the thematic content of the Broadway musical and considers how musicals work on a structural level,

allowing them to simultaneously present and hide their racial agendas in plain view of their audiences. While

the musical is informed by the cultural contributions of African Americans and Jewish immigrants, Hoffman

argues that ultimately the history of the American musical is the history of white identity in the United

States.

Presented chronologically, The Great White Way shows how perceptions of race altered over time and how

musicals dealt with those changes. Hoffman focuses first on shows leading up to and comprising the Golden

Age of Broadway (1927–1960s), then turns his attention to the revivals and nostalgic vehicles that defined

the final quarter of the twentieth century. He offers entirely new and surprising takes on shows from the

American musical canon—Show Boat (1927), Oklahoma! (1943), Annie Get Your Gun (1946), The Music

Man (1957), West Side Story (1957), A Chorus Line (1975), and 42nd Street (1980), among others.

New archival research on the creators who produced and wrote these shows, including Leonard Bernstein,

Jerome Robbins, Stephen Sondheim, and Edward Kleban, will have theater fans and scholars rethinking

forever how they view this popular American entertainment.
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From reader reviews:

Lanita Hill:

The book The Great White Way: Race and the Broadway Musical can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing
like a book The Great White Way: Race and the Broadway Musical? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book The Great White Way: Race and the Broadway Musical has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Jones:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Great
White Way: Race and the Broadway Musical book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Suzanne Jensen:

Typically the book The Great White Way: Race and the Broadway Musical has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Lawrence Gibbs:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is The
Great White Way: Race and the Broadway Musical.
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