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"Although the Devil still 'lives' in modern popular culture, for the past 250 years he has become marginal to
the dominant concerns of Western intellectual thought. That life could not be thought or imagined without
him, that he was a part of the everyday, continually present in nature and history, and active at the depths of
our selves, has been all but forgotten. It is the aim of this work to bring modern readers to a deeper
appreciation of how, from the early centuries of the Christian period through to the recent beginnings of the
modern world, the human story could not be told and human life could not be lived apart from the 'life' of the
Devil. With that comes the deeper recognition that, for the better part of the last two thousand years, the
battle between good and evil in the hearts and minds of men and women was but the reflection of a cosmic
battle between God and Satan, the divine and the diabolic, that was at the heart of history itself."-fromThe
Devil

Lucifer, Mephistopheles, Beelzebub; Ha-Satan or the Adversary; Iblis or Shaitan: no matter what name he
travels under, the Devil has throughout the ages and across civilizations been a compelling and charismatic
presence. In Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, the supposed reign of God has long been challenged by the
fiery malice of his opponent, as contending forces of good and evil have between them weighed human souls
in the balance.

InThe Devil, Philip C. Almond explores the figure of evil incarnate from the first centuries of the Christian
era. Along the way, he describes the rise of demonology as an intellectual and theological pursuit, the
persecution as witches of women believed to consort with the Devil and his minions, and the decline in the
belief in Hell and in angels and demons as corporeal beings as a result of the Enlightenment. Almond shows
that the Prince of Darkness remains an irresistible subject in history, religion, art, literature, and culture.

Almond brilliantly locates the "life" of the Devil within the broader Christian story of which it is inextricably
a part; the "demonic paradox" of the Devil as both God's enforcer and his enemy is at the heart of
Christianity. Woven throughout the account of the Christian history of the Devil is another complex and
complicated history: that of the idea of the Devil in Western thought. Sorcery, witchcraft, possession, even
melancholy, have all been laid at the Devil's doorstep. Until the Enlightenment enforced a "disenchantment"
with the old archetypes, even rational figures such as Thomas Aquinas were obsessed with the nature of the
Devil and the specific characteristics of the orders of demons and angels. It was a significant moment both in
the history of demonology and in theology when Benedict de Spinoza (1632-1677) denied the Devil's
existence; almost four hundred years later, popular fascination with the idea of the Devil has not yet dimmed.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

The publication untitled The Devil: A New Biography is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book
of The Devil: A New Biography from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Benny Joiner:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Devil: A New
Biography which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Betty Young:

This The Devil: A New Biography is new way for you who has attention to look for some information given
it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this The Devil: A New Biography can be the light food for you
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in
the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Rachel Louviere:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Devil: A New Biography can make you experience more interested to read.
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