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Long ago dubbed the "Paradise of America," Northampton, Massachusetts, is also known as the home of
visionaries?from the Reverend Jonathan Edwards, father of the First Great Awakening, to George W.
Benson, brother-in-law of William Lloyd Garrison and a founder of the utopian Northampton Association for
Education and Industry. During the mid-nineteenth century the town became a center of political
abolitionism and a hub in the Underground Railroad. In this book, Bruce Laurie profiles five rebellious
figures who launched Northampton's abolitionist movement?Sylvester Judd Jr., John Payson Williston,
David Ruggles, Henry Sherwood Gere, and Erastus Hopkins. Through their individual stories he traces the
evolution of the antislavery movement in western Massachusetts and links it to broader developments in
economics, civil life, and political affairs.

Northampton's abolitionists were a heterodox group, yet most were intrepid devotees of democracy and
racial equality, idealists who enjoyed genuine friendships and political alliances with African Americans.
Several even took the bold step of hiring African Americans in their businesses. They avoided the doctrinal
rivalries that sometimes troubled the antislavery movement in other places, skillfully steering clear of the
xenophobic nativism that infected Massachusetts politics in the mid–1850s and divided the Republican Party
at large. Although a prohibitionist faction disrupted the Northampton abolitionist movement for a time, the
leaders prevailed on the strength of their personal prestige and political experience, making the seat of
Hampshire County what one of them called an abolitionist "stronghold."
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Bush:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of Northampton
Abolitionists seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of Northampton
Abolitionists is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
while using book Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of Northampton Abolitionists. You never really feel lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Joseph Cobble:

This Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of Northampton Abolitionists book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of Northampton Abolitionists without we comprehend
teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Rebels in
Paradise: Sketches of Northampton Abolitionists can bring if you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Rebels in
Paradise: Sketches of Northampton Abolitionists having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kim Gray:

The actual book Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of Northampton Abolitionists will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of
Northampton Abolitionists is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Dianne Haire:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of
Northampton Abolitionists to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open up a book and read it. Beside that the guide Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of Northampton Abolitionists
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're



doing of that time.
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