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From angry street demonstrations in the Middle East to the terrorism of Osama bin Laden, the news is filled
with images of Islam as a militant and rabidly anti-American religion. Now, in this lavishly illustrated
volume, Mathew Gordon offers a different view, in a clear and informative guide to virtually every aspect of
Islam.
Gordon begins with a historical overview of Islam, from the divine revelations Muhammad received in
Mecca to the triumphant rule of the Caliphs. He illuminates the central features of Islam, from the structure
and teachings of the Koran, to the Sharia (the intricate and subtle web of legal teachings), to the duties of
worship (the profession of faith, the daily cycle of prayer, alms-giving, the Ramadan fast, and the Hajj, or
pilgrimage to Mecca). The book offers lucid and insightful discussions of the different branches of Islam,
such as the Shii (also called Shia or Shiite), the Ismaili, and the mystic traditions of Sufism. In addition, he
explains the importance of divinely inspired figures, or Imams, in Shiism; includes sidebars on such things as
Islamic literature and art; and offers boxed features on topics such as the Hajj, the historical place of
conquered non-Muslims in the Arab Islamic empire. Gordon also addresses the role of women in Islamic
societies, the many political crosscurrents, and much more.
Islam has spread around the world--from the Philippines to Pakistan, and from Albania to Atlantic Avenue in
Brooklyn. This clear, honest, and respectful guide, featuring dozens of striking color photographs, clears
away the misconceptions and reveals Islam's true beauty and power.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Rippeon:

The book Islam gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make examining a book Islam being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a e-book Islam. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Brenda Nunez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Islam suitable to
you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Islamis the main one
of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Karen Bright:

You can get this Islam by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to
be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Carlie Manson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Islam or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Islam to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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