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Thomas Hankins and Robert Silverman investigate an array of instruments from the seventeenth through the
nineteenth century that seem at first to be marginal to science--magnetic clocks that were said to operate by
the movements of sunflower seeds, magic lanterns, ocular harpsichords (machines that played different
colored lights in harmonious mixtures), Aeolian harps (a form of wind chime), and other instruments of
"natural magic" designed to produce wondrous effects. By looking at these and the first recording
instruments, the stereoscope, and speaking machines, the authors show that "scientific instruments" first
made their appearance as devices used to evoke wonder in the beholder, as in works of magic and the theater.
The authors also demonstrate that these instruments, even though they were often "tricks," were seen by their
inventors as more than trickery. In the view of Athanasius Kircher, for instance, the sunflower clock was not
merely a hoax, but an effort to demonstrate, however fraudulently, his truly held belief that the ability of a
flower to follow the sun was due to the same cosmic magnetic influence as that which moved the planets and
caused the rotation of the earth. The marvels revealed in this work raise and answer questions about the
connections between natural science and natural magic, the meaning of demonstration, the role of language
and the senses in science, and the connections among art, music, literature, and natural science.
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From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for
a while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Instruments
and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Larry Boggs:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you have it as
your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
within you if you take Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) as your daily resource
information.

Rosalie Cox:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton
Legacy Library), you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Richard Ault:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called
of book Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library). You can include your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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