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The role of chance changed in the nineteenth century, and American literature changed with it. Long
dismissed as a nominal concept, chance was increasingly treated as a natural force to be managed but never
mastered. New theories of chance sparked religious and philosophical controversies while revolutionizing
the sciences as probabilistic methods spread from mathematics, economics, and sociology to physics and
evolutionary biology. Chance also became more visible in everyday life, as Americans attempted to control
its power through weather forecasting, insurance policies, military strategy, and financial dealings.

Uncertain Chances shows how the rise of chance shaped the way nineteenth-century American writers
confronted questions of doubt and belief. Poe's detective fiction critiques probabilistic methods; Melville's
works struggle to vindicate moral action under conditions of chance; Douglass and other African American
authors fight against statistical racism; Thoreau learns to appreciate the play between nature's randomness
and order; and Dickinson works faithfully to render poetically the affective experience of chance-surprise.
These and other nineteenth-century writers dramatize the inescapable dangers and wonderful possibilities of
chance. Their writings even help to navigate extremes that remain with us today--fundamentalism and
relativism, determinism and chaos, terrorism and risk-management, the rational confidence of the
Enlightenment and the debilitating doubts of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

Here thing why this Uncertain Chances: Science, Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American
Literature are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Uncertain Chances: Science,
Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American Literature giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Uncertain Chances:
Science, Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American Literature. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Uncertain Chances: Science, Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American Literature in e-book
can be your alternative.

Evelina Soria:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Uncertain Chances: Science, Skepticism,
and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American Literature is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Ernest Keeler:

Uncertain Chances: Science, Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American Literature can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in
writing Uncertain Chances: Science, Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American Literature
however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
pondering.

Dorcas Rogers:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.



You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Uncertain Chances: Science, Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain
it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why
this book ideal all of you.
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