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Commonly known as the "Arnolfini Wedding" or "Giovanni Arnolfini and His Bride," Jan van Eyck's double
portrait, painted in 1434, is probably the most widely recognized panel painting of the fifteenth century. One
of the great masterpieces of early Flemish art, this enigmatic picture has also aroused intense speculation as
to its precise meaning. Edwin Hall's accessible study—firmly grounded in Roman and canon law, theology,
literature, and the social history of the period—offers a compelling new interpretation of this wonderful
painting.

Instead of depicting the sacrament of marriage, Hall argues, the painting commemorates the alliance between
two wealthy and important Italian mercantile families, a ceremonious betrothal that reflects the social
conventions of the time. Hall not only unlocks the mystery that has surrounded this work of art, he also
makes a unique contribution to the fascinating history of betrothal and marriage custom, ritual, and
ceremony, tracing their evolution from the late Roman Empire through the fifteenth century and providing
persuasive visual evidence for their development. His illuminating view of Van Eyck's quintessential work is
a striking example of how art continues to endure and engage us over the centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Crider:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this The Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval Marriage and
the Enigma of Van Eyck's Double Portrait (The Discovery Series) to read.

James Dungan:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Arnolfini
Betrothal: Medieval Marriage and the Enigma of Van Eyck's Double Portrait (The Discovery Series) book as
basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jeffery Herring:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval Marriage and the Enigma of Van Eyck's Double Portrait (The Discovery
Series) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become
one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The
Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval Marriage and the Enigma of Van Eyck's Double Portrait (The Discovery
Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data
for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Pedro Gonzales:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval
Marriage and the Enigma of Van Eyck's Double Portrait (The Discovery Series) can be the reply, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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