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Shinsengumi: The Shogun's last Samurai Corps is the true story of the notorious samurai corps formed in
1863 to arrest or kill the enemies of the Tokugawa Shogun. The only book in English about the
Shinsengumi, it focuses on the corps' two charismatic leaders, Kondo Isami and Hijikata Toshizo, both
impeccable swordsmen. It is a history–in–brief of the final years of the Bakufu, which collapsed in 1867 with
the restoration of Imperial rule. In writing Shinsengumi, Hillsborough referred mostly to Japanese–language
primary sources, including letters, memoirs, journals, interviews, and eyewitness accounts, as well as
definitive biographies and histories of the era.

The fall of the shogun's government (Tokugawa Bakufu, or simply Bakufu) in 1868, which had ruled Japan
for over two and a half centuries, was the greatest event in modern Japanese history.

The revolution, known as the Meiji Restoration, began with the violent reaction of samurai to the Bakufu's
decision in 1854 to open the theretofore isolated country to "Western barbarians." Through opening the
country was unavoidable, it was seen as a sign of weakness by the samurai who clamored to "expel the
barbarians."

Those samurai plotted to overthrow the shogun and restore the holy emperor to his ancient seat of power.
Screaming "heaven's revenge," they wielded their swords with a vengeance upon those loyal to the Shogun.

They unleashed a wave of terror at the center of the revolution—the emperor's capital of Kyoto. Murder and
assassination were rampant. By the end of 1862, hordes of renegade samurai, called ronin, had transformed
the streets f the Imperial Capital into a "sea of blood."

The Shogun's administrators were desperate to stop the terror. A band of expert swordsmen were formed. It
was given the name Shinsemgumi ("Newly Selected Corps")— and commissioned to eliminate the ronin and
other enemies of the Bakufu. With unrestrained brutality bolstered by an official sanction to kill, the
Shinsengumi soon became the shogun's most dreaded security force.

In this vivid historical narrative of the Shinsengumi, the only one in the English language, author Romulus
Hillsborough paints a provocative and thrilling picture of this most fascinating period in Japanese history.
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From reader reviews:

George Clark:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last
Samurai Corps book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Timothy McKinney:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Shinsengumi:
The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this
era. The book untitled Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corpsis a single of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Otto Tejeda:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps, you can tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Melissa Kim:

You can find this Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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