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Many people characterize urban renewal projects and the power of eminent domain as two of the most
widely despised and often racist tools for reshaping American cities in the postwar period. In A World More
Concrete, N. D. B. Connolly uses the history of South Florida to unearth an older and far more complex
story.  Connolly captures nearly eighty years of political and land transactions to reveal how real estate and
redevelopment created and preserved metropolitan growth and racial peace under white supremacy.  Using a
materialist approach, he offers a long view of capitalism and the color line, following much of the money
that made land taking and Jim Crow segregation profitable and preferred  approaches to governing cities
throughout the twentieth century.

A World More Concrete argues that black and white landlords, entrepreneurs, and even liberal community
leaders used tenements and repeated land dispossession to take advantage of the poor and generate
remarkable wealth.  Through a political culture built on real estate, South Florida’s landlords and
homeowners advanced property rights and white property rights, especially, at the expense of more inclusive
visions of equality. For black people and many of their white allies, uses of eminent domain helped to harden
class and color lines.  Yet, for many reformers, confiscating certain kinds of real estate through eminent
domain also promised to help improve housing conditions, to undermine the neighborhood influence of
powerful slumlords, and to open new opportunities for suburban life for black Floridians.

Concerned more with winners and losers than with heroes and villains, A World More Concrete offers a
sober assessment of money and power in Jim Crow America.  It shows how negotiations between powerful
real estate interests on both sides of the color line gave racial segregation a remarkable capacity to evolve,
revealing property owners’ power to reshape American cities in ways that can still be seen and felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled A World More Concrete: Real Estate and the Remaking of Jim Crow South
Florida (Historical Studies of Urban America) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Edith Macklin:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is A World More Concrete: Real Estate and the Remaking of Jim Crow South Florida
(Historical Studies of Urban America).

Michael Banks:

The book untitled A World More Concrete: Real Estate and the Remaking of Jim Crow South Florida
(Historical Studies of Urban America) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time
of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Dolores Albert:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but novel and A World More Concrete: Real Estate and the Remaking of Jim
Crow South Florida (Historical Studies of Urban America) or perhaps others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes A World More Concrete: Real



Estate and the Remaking of Jim Crow South Florida (Historical Studies of Urban America) to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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