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We tend to think of the Victorians as the personification of prudery and puritanism, a people whose sexual
attitudes, practices, and knowledge differed greatly from our own, to their detriment. Indeed, even in the
midst of the A.I.D.S. crisis and our growing concern about safe sex, the Victorians hardly seem an appealing
role model of sexual behavior. But isthisimage really very accurate? What did the Victorians really think
about sex? What were their sex lives like? And what wider concepts-biological, political, religious-shaped
their sexuality? The Making of Victorian Sexuality directly confronts one of the most persistent cliches of
modern times. Drawing on awealth of sources from medical and scientific texts, to popular fiction,
evangelical writing, and the work of radicals such as Godwin and Mill, Michael Mason shows how much of
our perception of nineteenth-century sexual cultureis simply wrong. Covering such topics as premarital sex,
marriage, prostitution, women's sexuality, and male masturbation, Mason shows that, far from being a
license for prudery and hypocrisy, Victorian sexuality was guided by a humane and progressive vision of
society's future. Mason reveals that the average Victorian man was not necessarily the church-going,
tyrannical, secretly lecherous, bourgeois pater familias of modern-day legend, but often an agnostic, radical-
minded, sexually continent citizen, with a deliberately restricted number of children. He paints a society in
which husbands and wives knew full well about female orgasm and women's sexuality; where if some
specialists believed that nervous disorders in women, ranging from epilepsy to schizophrenia, were dueto
masturbation, most experts emphatically denied the connection; and where the extensive use of birth control
devices first began (pioneered oddly enough by the bottom of the middle class. shop-owners, hotel-keepers,
and other nonmanual but nonprofessional and nonm
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From reader reviews:
Berneice Ritzman:

Within other case, little individual s like to read book The Making of Victorian Sexuality. Y ou can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a book The Making
of Victorian Sexuality. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, you can open abook aswell as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it
when you feel weary to go to thelibrary. Let'slearn.

Grace Seals:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work hereisdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Making of Victorian Sexuality why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. Theinside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Amy Lewis:

Y ou can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Making of Victorian
Sexuality is simpleto deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Kathleen Jones;

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Making of Victorian Sexuality can be
the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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