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Using popular cinema from the United States, Britain, and France, Empire Films and the Crisis of
Colonialism, 1946– 1959, examines postwar Western attitudes toward colonialism and race relations.
Historians have written much about the high politics of decolonization but little about what ordinary citizens
thought about losing their empires. Popular cinema provided the main source of images of the colonies, and,
according to Jon Cowans in this far-reaching book, films depicting the excesses of empire helped Westerners
come to terms with decolonization and even promoted the dismantling of colonialism around the globe.

Examining more than one hundred British, French, and American films from the post–World War II era,
Cowans concentrates on movies that depict interactions between white colonizers and nonwhite colonial
subjects, including sexual and romantic relations. Although certain conservative films eagerly supported
colonialism, Cowans argues that the more numerous "liberal colonialist" productions undermined support for
key aspects of colonial rule, while a few more provocative films openly favored anticolonial movements and
urged "internal decolonization" for people of color in Britain, France, and the United States.

Combining new archival research on the films’ production with sharp analysis of their imagery and political
messages, the book also assesses their reception through box-office figures and newspaper reviews. It
examines both high-profile and lesser-known films on overseas colonialism, including The King and I,
Bhowani Junction, and Island in the Sun, and tackles treatments of miscegenation and "internal colonialism"
that appeared in Westerns and American films like Pinky and Giant. The first truly transnational history of
cinema’s role in decolonization, this powerful book weaves a unified historical narrative out of the
experiences of three colonial powers in diverse geographic settings.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if
you want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Empire Films and
the Crisis of Colonialism, 1946-1959 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Raymond Phillips:

The actual book Empire Films and the Crisis of Colonialism, 1946-1959 has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Gregory Goolsby:

The reason why? Because this Empire Films and the Crisis of Colonialism, 1946-1959 is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Charlotte Lee:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Empire Films and the Crisis of Colonialism, 1946-1959 was filled
with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways
to get book which you wanted.
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